
Sushi Wool Felt Pincushion and Needle Book Tutorial 

Supplies List: 

California Roll Sushi Pincushion: 

• 2 – 2 ½” white felt squares
• green and peach felt scraps at least 2” square
• 2 x 9” strip of black felt

Text and images in this tutorial are copyright 2016 Anita LaHay of Daydreams of Quilts 1



Needle Book: 

• Two 5 x 8” pieces of wool felt
• 1 piece of sushi print fabric 6 x 9”
• 1 piece of lining fabric 6 x 9”
• 1 piece of batting 5 ½” x 8 ½”
• 1 piece of black fabric 2 ½ x 10”
• 1 kam snap set and setter (or 1 snap set that you can sew on)

Instructions for Pincushion: 

1. Round off the corners of the two 2 ½” white squares to make them a
circular shape.

2. Cut two 1” circular shapes from the peach and four ½” circular shapes from
the green felt. (These are the crab meat and cucumber/avocado in the
sushi roll.)

3. Hand stitch the peach and the green shapes to the white felt shapes with
matching thread.
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4. Take the 2 x 9” strip of black felt and place one long edge right sides 
together around one white circular appliqued shape pinning as you go. Fold 
one short end of the black under ¼” towards the wrong side of the black. 
Slowly machine sew starting at that folded edge with 1/8” seam all the way 
around the white shape.

5. Trim away any excess black felt but leave enough to turn the other end 
under ¼”.

6. Sew around the white circular shape once more just inside the first seam for 
strength.

7. Repeat steps 4 to 6 for the other white circular shape on the other side of 
the sushi. It is almost impossible to see both ends of the sushi at once so if 
they don’t line up exactly with each other in terms of where the peach and 
green applique are placed do not worry.

8. Turn the sushi right side out and stuff firmly with polyfil stuffing
9. Close the open seam at the folded edges of the black felt with a ladder 

stitch. 
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If you wish to embellish the white sushi ends with embroidery or seed beads to 
look like rice and black sesame seeds you could do that to make it even more 
realistic. 

Instructions for Needle book: 

1. Place the sushi print over the batting and quilt it with horizontal lines
parallel to the long edges.

2. Put the quilted sushi print right sides together with the lining and stitch
around the edges with a ¼” seam. Leave an opening on one of the long
sides for turning (about 3 or 4” opening).

3. Clip the corners and turn the needle book cover right side out. Push out
corners. Turn the raw edges of the opening under ¼” and press. Edge stitch
around the entire outside edge of the needle book cover which will also
close the opening.

4. Make the black strip which looks like seaweed wrapping around your
needle book. Fold the short ends of the black in about ¼” and press. Fold
the black fabric in half lengthwise and press. Open up and fold the edges in
to the center crease and press.

5. Close again on the first crease you made so the raw edges are on the inside
and the long folded edges meet. Edge stitch all the way around the three
open sides.

6. Center the black strip on the sushi print side of your needle book. Line up
strip with the edge of the front of the needle book. (The right edge as you
are looking at it now.) Leave an overhang on the back edge of the needle
book so it can wrap around to the front when the needle book is closed. Pin
and edge stitch the black strip to the sushi print side of the needle book.

 Overhang 

Snap 
(male) 

Snap 

(female) 

Text and images in this tutorial are copyright 2016 Anita LaHay of Daydreams of Quilts 4



7. Use the KAM snaps and snap setter to set the snaps into the overhanging 
tab (the male end) and the needle book cover front (the female end). Set 
the female snap first so you know where to position the male snap on the 
overhanging tab. If you have too much overhang you can trim it, fold the 
raw edges in and edge stitch it. If you make a mistake setting your snaps (as 
I did) you can create another tab end in the same way we created the long 
black strip and attach it to the overhang end (see photo last page).
OR: Sew metal snaps to your needle book cover front and the tab overhang.
(You may wish to add a decorative button to the tab to cover your stitches.)

8. Position the two 5 x 8" felt pieces on the lining side of the needle book 
cover. Center them and pin or clip them in place. Stitch a seam down the 
center of the needle book. 

9. Close the needle book and attach the snaps together.
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Needle book from the back with snap tab open. To make my black strip longer 
after my mistake with the snap setter I took a piece of the sushi print and 
folded the raw edges in as we did for the black strip. Then I put the edge of the 
black strip into the new little tab end and edge stitched it in place. 
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