True North
an improv pieced block by LethargicLass
This block represents what Canada means to me, and that is family. My nieces and nephews are all Inuit and I made this block to
show the beauty of the sky where they live and their cultural heritage.

This block is entirely improv pieced, from the improv curves of the night sky, to the improv cutting of the rock
shapes.
Materials:
Sky and northern lights - 6 strips at least 14” long in various widths between 2.5” and 4”
Snow - 3 strips at least 14” long in widths between 3” and 6”
Inukshuk - 7 scrap squares measuring between 4” and 6”
Piecing:
Take two of your sky strips and place one overlapping the other. Take your rotary cutter and cut a gentle curved
line within the overlap part. Take the two larger pieces with their matching curves and go to your machine.

Starting at one edge sew with a ¼” seam allowance, making sure that the pieces line up as they go under the
presser foot. As long as they are lined up at that point they will be correct under the needle. You may need to
guide the bottom and top fabrics in different directions to make them meet up. Don’t pull too hard as this could
distort the fabric.
Take this joined piece out and press the seam allowance toward the bottom piece. All seams will be pressed
this way.
Overlap your next sky piece and again cut a gentle curve. Continue to do this for all of the sky pieces. Make
the snow in three curved pieces as well to give a sense of distance.

To make the inukshuk cut some freeform rock shapes from your fabrics. Pin them into place on your
background. Appliqué these by folding the edges of the fabric under itself and hand sewing it to the background.
Give your block a good press and trim to 12.5”.

